
   

PRINCIPAL’S ADDRESS 
Thank You, Withcott Community! 
On behalf of everyone at Withcott State School, I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to 
our wonderful school and local community for supporting us in the recent Shop for Your 
School Campaign conducted by Grand Central Shopping Centre. 
 

The response from our families, staff, friends, and community members has been incredible. 
Every purchase registered was a strong show of support and connection that exists between 
our school and the wider Withcott community. 
 

At the time of writing, the final results are still being tallied and verified. However, the most 
recent leaderboard update showed Withcott State School sitting in first place. While we 
eagerly await the official announcement, we are immensely proud of what our community has 
already achieved through its collective effort. 
 

Should we be fortunate enough to receive the $15,000 winning prize, the funds will be used to purchase an LED community 
information sign for the front of our school. This has been a long-held goal for our school, and despite applying for grants over the 
past eight years, we have not yet been successful in securing funding for this important project. 
 

Importantly, this sign would not only benefit our school. It would serve as a lasting acknowledgement of the community's role in 
helping us secure the prize. We would make the sign available to local community organisations to advertise events, share 
important information, and promote activities taking place throughout the Withcott area. In this way, the sign would become a 
valuable community asset that strengthens communication and celebrates the many wonderful things happening in our region. 
 

Thank you once again for your support, encouragement, and community spirit. Regardless of the final outcome, the campaign 
has highlighted what makes Withcott such a special place—a community that comes together to support its school and one 
another. We look forward to sharing the official results with you soon. 
Investing in Our School Grounds 
As many families know, maintaining the beautiful grounds at Withcott State School is a significant undertaking. Our school 
grounds are extensive and include challenging terrain that requires reliable and fit-for-purpose equipment to ensure they remain 
safe, tidy, and welcoming for students, staff, and visitors. 
 

Following advice and assessment of our existing mower, it became clear that our previous mower was no longer suitable for the 
demands of our site. The mower was considered too small and not of a commercial standard for the type of terrain we manage at 
Withcott State School. To ensure our grounds can continue to be maintained efficiently and safely, the school has purchased a 
new commercial-grade tractor mower. 
 

The school plans carefully for major asset replacements and each year sets aside funds so that sufficient money is available 
when equipment reaches the end of its serviceable life. Unfortunately, the need to upgrade to a larger and more suitable mower 
meant that we faced a funding shortfall of $5,500. 
 

I would like to sincerely thank our P&C Association and the many families who have already paid their voluntary contribution. 
Through your generosity and support, we have been able to reduce this shortfall by $3,800, leaving just $1,200 remaining. This 
shortfall is currently being managed by other learning areas of our budget. We are excited to share that the new tractor mower is 
due to arrive tomorrow.  
 

For families who are in a position to do so, payment of your voluntary contribution over the coming months would greatly assist us 
in meeting the final $1,200 gap associated with this purchase. Every contribution, no matter the size, helps us provide quality 
services 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support of Withcott State School and your commitment to helping us maintain a school environment 
of which our entire community can be proud. 
Farewell Chappy Tahlia 
After almost four years of dedicated service to the students, staff, and families of Withcott State School, Chappy Tahlia has made 
the difficult decision to leave her role as our school chaplain. Throughout her time with us, Tahlia has been a caring presence, a 
listening ear, and a source of encouragement for so many members of our school community. Her compassion, kindness, and 
commitment have made a lasting impact, and we are incredibly grateful for all she has contributed. 
 

Tahlia is now just one placement subject away from becoming a qualified social worker. In making this next step, she has 
thoughtfully considered the ongoing needs of our school community. By stepping aside now, she is helping to ensure that Withcott 
State School can welcome a new chaplain, Chappy Rachael, in Term 3 who will continue to provide support for our students and 
families into the future. 
 

While we will miss Tahlia greatly, we are excited for her as she pursues this important milestone in her career. We thank her for 
the care, dedication, and heart she has shared with our school over the past four years and wish her every success in the future. 
Thank you, Tahlia—you will always be a valued part of the Withcott SS family.                                      Lyndal Symonds, Principal 
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Whole School Assembly – Every Thursday at 9:00am.  All welcome! 



   

P&C NEWS 
P&C meetings are held every fourth Tuesday of each month. The next meeting will 
be 28 July at 6:00pm in the Library, all welcome! The P&C welcomes all parents, car-
ers and members of the school community to get involved with the Withcott SS P&C. If 
you would like more information, please email pandc@withcottss.eq.edu.au.  
 

🥧 O’Donnell’s Bakehouse Pie Drive 🥧 
The P&C is excited to be running an O’Donnell’s Bakehouse Pie Drive fundraiser! 
Stock up on delicious pies, sausage rolls and baked treats while supporting our P&C. 
 

Order forms and information have been distributed. Orders and payment are due by 
Monday 13 July, with delivery on Tuesday 4 August. 
 

Completed forms can be returned to the School Office or scanned and emailed 
to treasurer.wsspc@gmail.com.Please remember to include the collector’s surname 
and class on the order form and payment reference. Thank you for supporting our 
P&C!                    Withcott State School P&C
                 
SPORT 
Interhouse Athletics Carnival 
Junior Carnival - Thursday 25 June (5-8yr olds, born 2018-2021) 
Students aged 5-8 will be participating in the Junior Athletics Carnival on Thursday 25 June from 9:00am-1:00pm. The morning 
session will consist of field event rotations, with the focus on participation. Following morning tea, there will be sprint events and 
relays, with ribbons being awarded for the sprint event only. 
Senior Carnival - Thursday 25 and Friday 26 June (9-12yr olds, born 2014-2017) 
The Senior carnival will begin with the 800m and discus events on Thursday afternoon from 1:00pm. The main carnival will be on 
Friday with long jump, high jump, shot put, 200m, sprints and relays.  
 

Parents, carers and spectators are welcome to attend both the Junior and Senior Carnivals. All students should wear their appro-
priate coloured house polo shirt (with collar if possible-Sunsmart) Gorman - Red; Cunningham - Yellow; Oxley - Green. Inter-
house Athletics Programs are available via QParents. Following the Interhouse Athletics Carnival, selected students will partici-
pate in the Upper Lockyer District Athletics Carnival on Friday 31 July at Ropehill. The number and age of students to be selected 
in specific events is listed in the table below (subject to change). 
 
 

 
 

SCHOOL CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

2026 Term 2 
25-26 Jun Interhouse Athletics Carnival 
26 Jun Final Day Term 2 
 

13 Jul School Resumes Term 3 
27-30 Jul Life Ed 
31 Jul Upper Lockyer Athletics Carnival 
3 Aug Primary School Futsal Gala 
10 Aug Public Holiday (Lockyer Show Holiday) 
12 Aug Zone Athletics 1500m 
14 Aug Zone Athletics 
21 Aug Prep Amaroo Excursion 
25-26 Aug Regional Athletics 
4 Sep Student Free Day 
7 Sep Carbal Retest Day 
16 Sep 1.2 N Amaroo Excursion 
17 Sep 1.2 M & 1.2 B Amaroo Excursion 
18 Sep Zone Soccer/Netball Carnival 
18 Sep Final Day Term 3 
 

6 Oct School Resumes Term 4 
12-14 Oct State Athletics 
25 Oct Aquathlon 
3 Nov  CHSHS Transition Afternoon #1 
10 Nov  CHSHS Transition Afternoon #2 
30 Nov Year 6 Graduation Dinner 
7 Dec Swimming Carnival 
8 Dec CHSHS Orientation Day 
10 Dec Final Assembly/School Concert 
11 Dec Final Day Term 4 

QParents: Reminder to activate your QParents account if you have not 
already done so! The majority of consent/permissions forms will be done 
through QParents. You can also submit absences, view report cards and 

pay invoices. Please contact the office with any questions or issues with activating 
your account.  If you are new to the school this year, an invitation to join QParents 
has been sent by email. 
If you are not on QParents, paper copies of excursions ect will need to be 
collected from the office. 
 

Credits and Back to School Boost 
QParents is a great place to check what credits your student has, including their 
Back to School Boost Balance, as well as what invoices are owing. In general, 
invoices are sent out once consent has been received. If you have ticked YES on 
the consent to use your Back to School Boost, this will be applied once the consent 
has been granted. You will still receive an invoice through email, as invoices are 
automatically generated through the school finance system. If your student has 
credit on their account, not including the Back to School Boost, you must call/email/
SMS admin to ask for this to be applied against an invoice. If you have ticked YES 
to the Back to School Boost and either the full or some of the total will not be 
covered, the remainder can be paid through BPoint invoice or at the office. 

 

 
 
Overdue Instrument Music Fees 
20 Jul Life Ed Consent & Payment 
27 Jul Futsal Consent & Payment 

PAYMENTS/ 

PERMISSIONS 

DUE 

LAMINATING 
Prices: A4 - $1.50, A3 - $2.50, Posters - $5 a 
metre. Drop items into the office at any time!!  

    Sprint Field Distance Relay 1500 

Age Multi 50
m 

80m 100m High Long Shot Discus 800m 200m 

8 yrs     4             4 # 1 UPP Loc 
Team 
selected 
from 800 
first 6 

9 yrs     4   3 2     4 2 1 
10 yrs 2     4 3 2 2 (2kg) 3* (500g) 4 2 1 

11 yrs 2     4 3 2 2 (2kg) 3* (750g) 4 2 1 
12 yrs 2     4 3 2 2 (3kg) 3* (750g) 4 2 1 



   

FAREWLL FROM CHAPPY TAHLIA 
With a grateful heart I thank you all for four wonderful years as your Chappy. I have truthfully enjoyed each moment of my time 
here, and I have been continually honored and humbled as you all have chosen to let me into your family's lives and stories. It is 
an honour to be trusted to care for your children, and to walk alongside you all through many challenges and joyful moments too. 
Thank you!  
 
I truly believe that getting to be your chappy will be one of the most joyful roles I ever get the honour of fulfilling. Thank you from 
the bottom of my heart!  
 

Please don't hesitate to say hi if you see me around.              Chappy Tahlia 
 
UNIFORM SHOP: The Uniform Shop will be open (during term time) 3:10pm - 3:45pm, Tuesday and Thursdays for Term 2. 
Card payments accepted. Second-hand uniforms are also gratefully accepted on a donation basis.  
 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
If you need care or would just like the assurance that your child is cared for if you have that appointment that runs late, contact 
www.campaustralia.com.au or phone customer care 1300 105 343. You are always most welcome to come and have a look 
around, ask questions or just have a friendly chat. Bye for now from Team Camp Australia OSHC. Thank you for supporting 
Camp Australia. ~ Guiding Children’s Growth       Team Camp Australia OSHC  
 
OSHC TENDER INFORMATION 
Dear Withcott State School Community, 
 

We are writing to inform you that our school’s Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) service has now gone out to tender. This is a 
requirement under the Outside School Hours Care procedure and is undertaken every nine years when the current contract ex-
pires. It is important to note that this process is not based on the performance of the current provider but is a standard procedure 
to ensure the service offers and delivers the best value for the school community. 

The tender process includes a comprehensive evaluation of both pricing and non-pricing components, with key criteria such as 
quality of care, service delivery, and compliance with National Law, Regulatory and Child Safety requirements being carefully 
considered. 

We understand that this process may raise questions, and we hope the attached FAQ document will address initial queries you 
may have. To comply with the Department’s procedures, we are unable to provide further detail while the tender process is 
ongoing.  To ensure that community feedback is considered, we encourage you to participate in the online survey. Link Online 
Survey 

Your input is invaluable, and the survey results will be shared with the evaluation panel for consideration during the evaluation of 
the tender submissions received. 

Another update will be communicated to you at the conclusion of the tender process.  
 
CHAPPY COFFEE 
What better way to start your day then with a cup of coffee supporting chaplaincy?! Scan the QR code to order a bag of coffee 
beans (beans or ground) right to your doorstep, 40% of each purchase directly supports Chaplaincy at Withcott State School 
when you select it as you school. 
 

 
 

 

STUDENTS P-2 
All students in P-2 should always have a change of 
clothes in their bag in case of toileting accidents. 

All students need a wide 
broad brimmed hat. Please 
ensure it is clearly labelled. 

LOST PROPERTY: All lost property is 

stored in the undercover area (near bubblers in 
tuckshop area). Families are reminded that any 
unmarked lost property not collected by the end 
of each term is donated to local charities. 



   

REPORT CARDS 
Semester 1 Report Cards 

Semester 1 report cards will be distributed over the next few days. Reports will be emailed to families and will also be available 
to view through QParents. 

Students receive both Achievement and Effort grades. Achievement grades are based on the Australian Curriculum 
Achievement Standards, with a C level of achievement indicating that a student is meeting the expected standard for 
their year level. Behaviour and effort grades are determined using the criteria outlined in the table below. 

If you have any questions about your child's report, please contact your child's class teacher. We thank you for your ongoing sup-
port and encourage you to celebrate your child's achievements and progress this semester. 

 

 

 

Good luck and have a great 
time to all students competing 
in the Athletics Carnival over 
the next 2 days! 

Have a happy and safe school 
holidays! 

 
 

 


